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Company; but tie English, were permitted to dispose of their move-
ableSj clothes, and the jewels of the women : they were required to
give their parole, not to act against the French nation until they
should be exchanged ; and it was declared, that those who refused to
obey this injunction, should be arrested and sent to Pondicherry. All
excepting such as were willing to take the oath of allegiance to the
French king, were ordered to quit the town in four days, and were
prohibited from taking up their residence within the bounds of Ma-
dras, or in any of the country houses belonging to the English with-
out those bounds.
Such injurious and distressful terms aggravated the iniquity of that
breach of public faith which produced them.
The French put their manifesto into execution with the utmost ri-
gour, and took possession of the effects of the English with an avari-
cious exactitude rarely practised by those who suddenly acquire valu-
able booties: the fortunes of most of the English inhabitants were
ruined. The Governor and several of the principal inhabitants were
conducted by an escort of 400 men to Pondicherry : here M. Du-
pleix, tinder pretence of doing them honour, caused them to enter the
town in an ostentatious procession, which exposed them to the view
of 50,000 spectators, like prisoners led in triumph. Others of the in-
habitants, with several of the military Officers, resolved not to give
their parole, alleging very justly, that the breach of the treaty of
ransom released them from that which they had given to M. De La
Bourdonnais : and these made their escape out of the town by night,
and, travelling through the country by various roads, went to the
English Settlement of Fort St. David, which then became the seat of
the Presidency, and so continued till 1752."
Tho Peace of Aix La Chapclle took place in 1748, and the arrange-
ments consequent on it reached India at the end of 1749, when Ma-
dras was restored to the English. The French, during the four years
they occupied it, had considerably improved the Fort, by enlarging
and strengthening the bastions and batteries. They had also demo-
lished that part of Black Town immediately adjoining the N. wall of
the Fort-, and formed an excellent glacis. Another glacis had also
been, cleared to the south. The defences however were considered far
less strong than those at Fort St. David. As far back as 1743, Mr,
Smith, the Engineer, liad proposed an extension of the works to the
west, but it was not tiU 1756, when another war with the French was